This special section presents several papers that were submitted by researchers following their participation in the MediNano-4 event. This year the papers presented in this special section can be divided into several topics, including metamaterial configuration designs; nanophotonic and plasmonic devices, such as photonic logic gates, Viterbi decoders, and plasmonic couplers; nanofabrications, such as gold nanostructure arrays and biosensors; and optical characterization of various nanophotonic structures, such as multilayer thermochromic VO 2 -based structures, surface-enhanced Raman scattering, absorption enhancement in InGaN-based photonic crystals, and spherical quantum dots and wells.
The MediNano-5 meeting will take place in Barcelona, Catalonia, Spain, at the Institute of Photonic Sciences (ICFO), on 5-6 November 2012 and will follow the tradition established by the previous MediNano meetings.
